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Application to deny access to documents

(Forensic division)

Under section 373(1) of the Mental Health and Wellbeing Act 2022, the authorised psychiatrist (for forensic patients), or the DFFH Secretary (for forensic residents), must give a patient or resident who is the subject of a proceeding in the forensic division of the Tribunal access to any documents in its possession that are connected with the hearing at least 2 business days before the hearing. 

Under section 373(5), an authorised psychiatrist for a forensic patient or the DFFH Secretary (or their delegate) for a forensic resident may apply to the Tribunal for access to any documents referred to by section 373(1) to be denied to the patient or resident if they are of the opinion that the disclosure of information in such a document may:

· cause serious harm to the forensic patient or forensic resident or to another person; or
· involve the unreasonable disclosure of sensitive personal information of any person; or
· unreasonably breach the confidentiality of the person who supplied the information.
Information about a person's right to access documents, and the process for applying to deny access to documents, is available in Practice Note 4 – Access to Documents in Mental Health Tribunal Hearings and Applications to Deny Access to Documents.  In particular, refer to the addendum to Practice Note 4, which sets out the specific requirements that apply in the forensic division.
Practice Note 4 and related resources are available on the Tribunal's website.

	Patient name
	

	Statewide UR number (or CRIS Number for forensic residents)
	

	Date of hearing
	

	Treating Service
	

	Name of applicant
	

	Type of applicant
	☐  Authorised psychiatrist 

☐  DFFH Secretary or their delegate



I, the above named applicant, make an application to deny access by the above patient or resident to the documents listed at Attachment 1 below which will be presented to the Tribunal as evidence.

	Signed by applicant
	

	Dated:
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The completed application form must be returned to the Tribunal’s Registry Team via email to registry@mht.vic.gov.au at least two business days before the hearing.  A copy of all the documents referred to in this application will need to be provided to the Tribunal with the hearing papers.
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Attachment 1 - List of documents that are subject of this application and the rationale for the application

	
	Date of document
	Title of document
	Why the person having access to the document may:
· cause serious harm to the forensic patient / resident or to another person; or
· involve the unreasonable disclosure of sensitive personal information of any person; or
· unreasonably breach the confidentiality of the person who supplied the information.
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	dd/mm/yyyy
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